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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Willis 

(3,1 13,579). Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Thaler 
(4,700,729). Each discloses a storage container (10; 10; respectively) for receiving and 
storing a contact lens comprising an upper chamber (20; inside 12) having an opening 
(12; at 14) through which the contact lens can be placed Into the chamber, the upper 
chamber having a bottom portion having at least one passageway (26; 32) permitting 
liquid to flow out of the upper chamber, a contact lens supporting device (27; 20-27) on 
the bottom portion of the upper chamber, the device maintaining the contact lens on the 
device while the contact lens is stored in the container, and a lower chamber (18; inside 
18) for containing liquid and having a defonnable portion which allows liquid to flow 
through the passageways in the bottom portion of the upper chamber to the lower 
chamber such that the contact lens supporting device is free of liquid. 

3. Claims 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kobler 
(3,129,971). Disclosed is an inserting and handling device (1 1) comprising a hollow 
body having an opening and a hollow portion extending to a first end of the hollow body, 
and a deformable portion (12) which discharges air from the hollow body opening and 
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upon application of a lesser force permits a vacuum to be formed In the hollow portion, 
a suction cup (14) located at the first end of the hollow body which leads to the hollow 
body opening and the hollow portion of the hollow body, and a vacuum bleed hole (18) 
on the hollow body which is in communication with the hollow portion, the vacuum bleed 
hole located such that a user holding the device can seal the vacuum bleed hole on the 
hollow body when the hollow body is deformed and a vacuum is formed permitting the 
suction cup to grasp an object and release the object when the vacuum bleed hole is 
unsealed. 

As to claim 8, the device is used with a contact lens. 
As to claim 9, the grip portion of the exterior of the hollow body is inherently 
textured such that grasping is facilitated. 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C, 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 7-9 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Cointment (4,238,134) in view of Kobler (3,129,971 ). Cointment discloses an 
inserting and handling device comprising a hollow body having an opening and a hollow 
portion (18) extending to a first end of the hollow body, and a deformable portion (3) 
which discharges air from the hollow body opening and upon application of a lesser 
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force permits a vacuum to be formed in the hollow portion, a suction cup (12) located at 
the first end of the hollow body which leads to the hollow body opening and the hollow 
portion of the hollow body. Kobler discloses a similar device including a vacuum bleed 
hole (18) on the hollow body which is in communication with the hollow portion, the 
vacuum bleed hole located such that a user holding the device'Can seal the vacuum 
bleed hole on the hollow body when the hollow body is deformed and a vacuum is 
formed permitting the suction cup to grasp an object and release the object when the 
vacuum bleed hole is unsealed. 

As to claim 8, the device of each is used with a contact lens. 

As to claim 9, the grip portion of the exterior of the hollow body of Cointment is 
inherently textured such that grasping is facilitated. 

6. Claims 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
the art as applied to claim 8 above, and further in view of Weil (3,167,079). Weil 
discloses a deformable portion (10) including a grip portion including a texture defined 
by a set of channels (as shown). To modify the deformable portion of either one of 
Kobler or Cointment employing a texture would have been obvious in order to facilitate 
the gripping of the portion. 

7. Claims 15 and 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Willis and Kobler. Claims 15 and 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Willis and Cointment in view of Kobler. Claims 15-22 are 
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rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Thaler and Kobler. Claims 
15-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Thaler and 
Cointment in view of Kobler. The references now employed have been explained 
individually against a storage container alone and an inserting and handling device 
alone. To provide the container and device together in combination would have been 
obvious, as both are disclosed to be employed with contact lens. 

As to claims 16 and 20, Thaler discloses a dome-shaped structure (23). 

As to claims 17-19, Thaler discloses the deformable portion as an accordion- 
shaped pleated bellows. 

8. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the art 
as applied to claim 22 above, and further in view of Raimondi (5,941,583). Raimondi 
disclose a contact lens handling device including a removable cover (56) To employ a 
cover to modify the handling device of the combination would have been obvious in 
view of Raimondi in order to protect the device during non-use. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bryon P. Gehman whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4555. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Wednesday from 
5:30am to 6:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu, can be reached on (571) 272-4562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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